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The History of Photography in Iran during the Qajar Era
Mahmoud Masoumi

Head of the Photography Department, Shiraz Institute of Higher Education of Art

Abstract

The invention of the camera is the result of the collective efforts of many scientists, ranging from Ibn
al-Haytham to Leonardo da Vinci, Galileo, Cardano, Newton, Barbaro, Robert Hooke, and Robert Boyle,
among many other great scholars. The ultimate fruit of their endeavors was finally realized with the
invention by Louis Daguerre in January 1839. This emerging invention entered Iran through gifts
presented to Mohammad Shah Qajar by Queen Victoria and the Tsar of Russia. Nasir al-Din Mirza, who
was the crown prince at the time, learned photography from the Frenchman Jules Richer; after his
coronation, he continued to pursue this art. Nasir al-Din Shah himself was a master photographer,
leaving behind numerous photographs of himself, the royal court, his women, and the contemporary
events of his era. He established a photography studio named "Akskhaneh Homayouni" (The Imperial
Studio) in the Golestan Palace and also brought European photographers to Iran. It was during his reign
that Amir Kabir founded Dar al-Funun, where photography was taught as a formal discipline. Toward
the end of his reign, photography expanded beyond the royal court into the streets and marketplaces,

leading to the gradual establishment of photography studios in major cities.

The development of photography in Iran can be categorized into five groups: foreign photographers
who arrived in Iran as part of political or military delegations; court photographers; photographers from
religious minorities; photography graduates—both those from Dar al-Funun and those who studied
abroad and practiced in Iran; and finally, local photographers who learned the craft through self-

teaching or the transfer of practical experience.

Keywords: Photography, History of Iranian Photography, Nasir al-Din Shah, Agha Reza Akasbash, Qajar

Dynasty.
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